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afternoon devotions within three-quarters of an hour of sun-
set. I have heard the cry wafted from, the minaret two hours
before sunrise, when the dawn was not even a promise.
This adharij or call to prayer, sung in a sort of florid chant,
rings out above every mosque in Islam. In Turkey the flag
often floats over the minaret during the function. The crier,
or muadh'dhin, is often chosen for the strength and sweet-
ness of his voice. In a closely built city like Sidon it is in-
spiring to listen from the house top to this human carillon,
borne through the sunset glow from minaret to minaret, with,
many a variety of key and cadence. The singer first faces
the south, turning to the other points of the compass as the
chant proceeds. In the minarets of the large mosques the
singers may be two or more, chanting now alternately, now
in unison. "God is great!" they call four times, and then
repeat the phrases: "I testify that there is no (Jod but
God! I testify that Mohammed is the prophet of God!
Come to prayer! Come to salvation! Clod is great. . . .
Mercy and peace be unto thee, O prophet of God!" In
some lands after the first or morning call, the words are
added: "Prayer is better than sleep!"
While the call to prayer is borne over their heads, the
worshippers should murmur appropriate responses, though
some of them may still be going through the prescribed
ablutions (wadhu'a*) at the large pool in the court-yard,
washing their mouth, face, nostrils, hands, arms, up to the
elbows, and feet up to the ankles. It is meritorious to ejac-
ulate a brief prayer appropriate to each, action.1 Where
water is unavailable, as in the desert, sand may be used in-
stead. But the Moslem does not need to enter a mosque to
perform these regular devotions. He may make any clean
spot a place of prayer. Islam, has none of the mftuwriftti
honte or false shame attaching to the practice of Protestant
Christianity. Your Moslem visitor may interrupt the con-
versation for a few minutes, while he says the noon prayer
1 These are given In Wortabct'n "Religion in the* Kaat," p. 212.
Note that these ablutions necessary before each prayer are to bo dis-
tinguished from the Glints!, or washing of the whole body, prescribed
after certain acts that produce legal impurity.

